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Child abuse should be something we 

talk about and think about every day, 
every minute, every second. There 
should never be a time when we don’t 
worry about the little children in our 
country and in our world and what 
adults do to them. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this resolution to 
make sure we bring it to the attention 
of those around the country, not just 
this month, but every month following. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H.R. 1097, 
‘‘Expressing support for the designation of the 
month of April 2008, as National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month, to provide attention to the 
tragic circumstances that face some of our 
Nation’s children on a daily basis and to un-
derscore our commitment to preventing child 
abuse and neglect so that all children can live 
in safety and security.’’ I would like to thank 
my distinguished colleague, JOE COURTNEY of 
Connecticut, for introducing this important 
piece of legislation. 

There is no greater crime that an individual 
can commit to a child than the crime of child 
molestation and child abuse. The perpetrators 
of this crime rob children of their innocence. 
Moreover, victims of child molestation are pro-
foundly affected for the rest of their lives. As 
parents, elected officials and concerned citi-
zens, we have an obligation to condemn this 
violence, work for stronger enforcement of the 
law and provide adequate funding for pro-
grams to assist children who may have experi-
enced such abuse. 

The problem of violence against children 
and sexual exploitation of children has been 
highlighted by recent events involving brutal 
acts of violence against children. Some recent 
incidents you may remember include: (1) the 
abduction, rape and killing of 9 year old Jes-
sica Lunford (who was buried alive); (2) the 
slaying of 13 year old Sarah Lunde, both of 
whom were killed in Florida by career crimi-
nals and sex offenders. In Philadelphia, four 
defendants were charged with the stabbing 
and killing of a 15 year old girl, who they then 
threw into the Schuykill River. All of these 
tragic events have underscored the continuing 
epidemic of violence against children. Children 
who are abused or neglected are at higher 
risk in adulthood for health problems such as 
alcoholism, depression, drug abuse, eating 
disorders, obesity, suicide, and certain chronic 
diseases 

Sadly, sexual abuse is often committed by a 
family member. Approximately 91,000 of the 
victims of abuse and neglect had not yet 
reached their first birthday, with more than 84 
percent being less than a month old. Incest is 
the most common form of child sexual abuse. 
It is often perpetrated by adults that have 
been entrusted with caring for a child—a fam-
ily friend, babysitter, a teacher, day care work-
er, or even religious leaders. At least one out 
of five adult women and one out of ten adult 
men report having been sexually abused as 
children. In Texas, there were more than 
111,000 investigations of child abuse and ne-
glect by the Child Protective Services in 
Texas. Of those cases, 7,650 were sexual 
abuse. 

In addition, the sexual victimization of chil-
dren is overwhelming in magnitude and largely 
unrecognized and underreported. Statistics 
show that 1 in 5 girls and 1 in 10 boys are 

sexually exploited before they reach adult-
hood, yet less than 35 percent of the incidents 
are reported to authorities. This problem is ex-
acerbated by the number of children who are 
solicited online—according to the Department 
of Justice I in 5 children (10 to 17 years old) 
receive unwanted sexual solicitations online. 

It is estimated that approximately one-third 
of abused and neglected children grow up to 
victimize their own children. Child abuse and 
neglect can have long-term economic and so-
cietal costs. Community-based services to 
overburdened families are far less costly than 
the emotional and physical damage inflicted 
on children or the costs of child protective 
services, law enforcement, courts, foster care, 
health care, and the treatment of adults recov-
ering from child abuse. The annual estimated 
cost to the United States for not preventing 
child abuse and neglect is approximately $104 
billion according to a 2008 report by Prevent 
Child Abuse America. 

It will take more than just stronger enforce-
ment of the law to prevent child molestation 
and other forms of abuse against children. To 
end this serious abuse of children, all seg-
ments of the community such as parents, edu-
cators, religious leaders, and community lead-
ers must create a nurturing environment for 
children where they know that they are loved 
and deserve to be protected from violence and 
sexual abuse and feel comfortable in report-
ing. 

Local law enforcement receives increased 
flexibility in how it invests grants for child 
abuse victims, specifically by providing access 
to criminal conviction records by child protec-
tive and child welfare workers. This would en-
able workers to determine if troubled children 
are victims of abuse. State law enforcement 
would also have access to court child custody, 
visitation, protection, guardianships and stay 
away orders. Police could use this information 
to establish the validity of urgent complaints 
concerning children who may have been kid-
napped by an abusive ex-spouse. 

I express my support for the designation of 
National Child Abuse Prevention Month. I be-
lieve we should increase public awareness of 
child abuse and neglect prevention and should 
continue to work to reduce the incidence of 
child abuse and neglect. We should recognize 
that child abuse and neglect prevention pro-
grams reduce child maltreatment, strengthen 
families, reduce mental illness, deter criminal 
behavior, and contribute to children’s positive 
emotional, academic, social, and cognitive de-
velopment. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WOOLSEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1097, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 46 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. LEE) at 6 o’clock and 30 
minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 5719, TAXPAYER ASSIST-
ANCE AND SIMPLIFICATION ACT 
OF 2008 

Ms. CASTOR, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–585) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1102) providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 5719) to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to conform 
return preparer penalty standards, 
delay implementation of withholding 
taxes on government contractors, en-
hance taxpayer protections, assist low- 
income taxpayers, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2634, JUBILEE ACT FOR RE-
SPONSIBLE LENDING AND EX-
PANDED DEBT CANCELLATION 
OF 2008 

Ms. CASTOR, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–586) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1103) providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 2634) to provide for 
greater responsibility in lending and 
expanded cancellation of debts owed to 
the United States and the inter-
national financial institutions by low- 
income countries, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Res. 886, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 994, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 3548, by the yeas and nays. 
Votes on H.R. 5517 and H. Res. 1097 

will be taken tomorrow. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 
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